
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

From the President
 

     Whew! We did it! The Eleventh Annual Eleanor 

Roosevelt Dinner is in the history books! We 

served 138 guests, and we had a terrific speaker, an 

excellent silent auction, and beautiful live music.  

THANK YOU to everyone who attended and who 

purchased items from the Silent Auction. We owe 

special thanks to everyone who worked so hard to 

make the dinner possible: 

¶ ER Dinner chairwoman Gwen King: secured 

our speaker, Bill White, mayor of Houston and 

candidate for the U.S. Senate, and coordinated 

all our efforts  

¶ Helen Burstein who greeted and registered 

guests 

¶ Katherine Long, Sarah White and her family 

who set tables and supplemented the clubôs 

flatware and dishes with their own  

¶ La Verne Peterson who played sublime music 

on her gorgeous harp 

¶ Carol Carpenter and her husband John who 

provided the hors dôoeuvres and served the 

wine. The set up was lovely and the food was 

delicious 

¶ Cindy Offutt and her team who decorated the 

Convention Center, including Josephine 

Renfroe who made eighteen floral 

arrangements!  

¶ Gwen King, Jean Robitaille, Mary Lowery, 

Susanne Rupp and Antje Klaunig who helped 

me prepare the food  

 

¶ Everyone who contributed a dessert  

¶ Bobbie Grover, who chaired the silent auction 

committee, and to Janice Shoemaker and her 

husband Mike who worked so hard with 

Bobbie in setting up the display, Margaret 

Sanchez who set up a fun lottery for her crafts, 

and to Josephine Renfroe who helped Bobbie 

collect items 

¶ A huge thanks to everyone who made items 

for the auction as well as those who 

contributed items 

¶ Jean Robitaille, who chaired the clean-up 

committee and worked incredibly hard hauling 

plates, glasses and decorations to and from the 

storage unit; washed the tablecloths and 

worked hard in the kitchen. Hers was by far 

the toughest job! 

¶ A huge thank you to everyone who pitched in 

to bus tables, scrape plates, pack plates, 

glasses, flatware and decorations! We were all 

exhausted and achy by the end of it. 

      

 At the dinner we also honored some of our 

members whose volunteerism was exemplary this 

year. Thanks to Carol Carpenter and her committee 

who solicited nominations and chose: Gwen King, 

Cindy Offutt, Jean Robitaille, Janice Shoemaker 

and Sarah White as our volunteers of the year. 

Congratulations to each of you! 
       (Continued on Page 3)

 

 
November Program 
 Boerne Police Sgt Robert Rico will tell us about the Restorative Justice Program of Kendall County. He 

is the founder and coordinator of this program that helps juvenile offenders repair the harms caused by their 

actions. Rico is an adjunct professor at UTSA where he teaches undergraduate courses in the College of 

Public Policy, Department of Criminal Justice.   
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This newsletter is intended to reach people interested in 

the work of the Democratic Party in general and of 

Kendall County Area Democratic Women specifically. 

To be removed from this mailing  

list, please contact the editor at  

srupp@hughes.net or  

210-698-0559.  

 

 

    

 
Mark Your Calendar: 
  

November 1: Daylight Savings Time ends. 

Donôt forget to fall back. 

 

November 3: Election Day. Vote on amendments 

to the Texas Constitution. 

 

November 5: Note that the KCDC will NOT have 

a meeting this month. Please join them at the 

dinner at Spinelliôs instead. 

 

November 7, 6:00 p.m.: Kendall County 

Democratic Clubôs fundraising dinner at Spinelliôs 

Vistro on South Main Street in Boerne. The 

speaker will be Felix Alvarado, a candidate for the 

Democratic nomination for Governor. Donation of 

$20 per person. RSVP to loweryboerne@gvtc.com 

or 830-527-5271.  

  

November 12, 10:00 a.m.: KCADW meeting at 

the Holiday Inn. Boerne Police Sgt. Robert Rico 

will tell us about the Kendall County Restorative 

Justice program.  

 

 

November 14: 6:00 p.m. Comal County 

Democratsô annual Bob Krueger Public Service 

Award fundraising dinner. For details see 

www.bobkruegeraward.com or call 830-660-2737  

(see article on p. 4). 

 

November 17: 6:00 p.m.: Blue Tuesday. A 

social gathering of Democrats for a casual dinner 

and/or pumpkin ale at the Dodging Duck on River 

Road in Boerne.   

 

December 5: Boerneôs Weinachtsfest parade. 
Come join the Democrats in the parade or cheer us 

on from the sidelines.   

 

December 10: Please note that we will NOT have 

a meeting this month. Join us at the holiday party 

instead  (see article on p. 8). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

KCADW Officers 
 

President Claire Oxley Gluck 210-426-7749 clairegluck@gvtc.com 

First Vice President Vacant 

Second Vice President Josephine Renfroe 830-249-3118 

Treasurer  Gwen King 830-755-4434; 210-862-4438 gwenjking@aol.com 

Secretary Bobbie Grover 830-981-5710 jbgrover1@hotmail.com 

Past President Jean Robitaille 830-981-4971 brobit@gvtc.com 

Board Members Stu Adamslundy 830-981-8330 lbpeo@aol.com  

 Judy McMillan 830-336-4375 figling@gvtc.com 

 Janice Shoemaker 830-537-4427 shoes@gvtc.com 

 Susanne Rupp 210-698-0559  srupp@hughes.net 

 Mary Chapel 830-336-4516  chapelmlt@msn.com 

Publicity Chair   Cindy Offutt 210-698-5009 fcoffutt@yahoo.com 

Program Chair  Vacant 

Membership Chair  Gwen King 830-755-4434; 210-862-4438 gwenjking@aol.com 

Voice Managing Editor  Susanne Rupp 210-698-0559 srupp@hughes.net 

Voice Tech Editor Janice Shoemaker 830-537-4427 shoes@gvtc.com 

Proofreaders  Cindy Offutt, Claire Gluck 

Distribution Team  Margaret Sanchez, Jean Robitaille, LaVerne Peterson, Stu Adamslundy 
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Membership Report 
 

Welcome New Members: 
 

Julie Keller 

821 Adler 

Boerne, TX 78006 

(915) 474-3742 

jakcarr@yahoo.com 

  

 Antje Klaunig 

142 Jordan Pl. 

Boerne, TX 78006 

(830) 446-2258 

antje@klaunig.com 

  

 
And welcome to a renewing member:  
 
Catherine Good 

121 Elm Springs Drive 

Boerne, TX 78006 

(830) 816-3054 

cgoodnotes@yahoo.com 

 

 

 

 

 
                 

(Continued from Page 1) 

 We are going into a quieter period for the club, which gives us a chance to catch our breath and reflect on 

our goals and hopes for the direction of our club in the coming year. Our speaker for November will be from 

the Boerne Police Department, bringing our focus back to our own back yard. For December, we will forego 

a meeting and instead gather for a holiday potluck party at the Kingôs home on December 17. For details, see 

the calendar and the article on Page 8.  

 We do have one ongoing project: preparing a float for the December 5 nighttime Weinachtsfest parade in 

Boerne. Josephine Renfroe, our Second Vice President (for parades) is chairing this effort and needs plenty 

of help. The KCADW has paid the entry fee but since this is a joint effort by all Kendall County area 

Democrats, the KCDC and the County Party will also share in the effort and cost of participating. Please 

consider helping Josephine if you can. Participating in parades raises the visibility of Democrats in this 

county where some think we are as rare as unicorns! 

 Finally, I wish each of you a lovely Thanksgiving Day! 

                 Claire 
 

This Club Belongs to Us All 
By Susanne Rupp 

 

  Lately Iôve been struck by several well-meaning remarks by some club members that refer to other 

club members as ñyouò and I wonder why they donôt say ñwe.ò Do the speakers divide club members 

into ñusò and ñthemò? Do they mean ñactiveò and ñnon-activeò members? (I recognize that every club 

has both.) But the choice of words suggests that they see themselves as on the non-active side of the 

divide and others of us on the active. It also suggests that there is no movement there, that they see 

themselves as being always on the non-active side. Whatôs wrong with this picture? 

 To be the ñbest we can beò (as the Army says), we need most of us on the active side. Of course, the 

divide should be flexible, women in our society being best able to understand the need for and deal with 

flexibility. Understandably, often a member who has been very active needs to retreat for a while to a 

less-active position.  

 Do we need more engaging programs and projects? A whole new direction? What could that be? 

That leads us to the short survey that weôll be asked to fill out at the November meeting. Start thinking 

about how we, all of us, can generate new energy and excitement in our club.  
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Not sure about the proposed Constitutional amendments on the November 3 ballot? 
 

 Texas Sen. Kirk Watson (Dist. 14, Austin area) has published his 

recommendations, which might help you understand the various amendments and 

decide how you wish to vote. You can access his website at 

http://www.kirkwatson.com/ .  Select ñWatson Wireò and click on ñGet Ready to 

Vote.ò 
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A Warm Texas Welcome for our President ï NOT 

By Claire Oxley Gluck 

 

 When I was growing up in College Station, one of Aggielandôs many 

traditions was being polite and friendly. When passing one another on a 

sidewalk, strangers would make eye contact, smile and even say, 

ñHowdy.ò Texas as a whole, and College Station in particular, was known 

for friendliness. Another tradition in Aggieland, because of its rich ROTC 

history, was respect for the military chain of command, at the top of which 

is the democratically elected Commander-in-Chief.  

 Given A&Môs traditions of courtesy to strangers and respect for the 

chain of command, I was saddened to see the terribly unfriendly and 

disrespectful greeting extended to President Obama by some Texans when 

he visited College Station on October 16. The President came at the invitation of former President George 

H.W. Bush to promote volunteerism and service ï a cause dear to both men.  

 The un-Texan ñwelcome,ò which was orchestrated by the Dallas and Houston chapters of the Tea Party 

movement and the Young Conservatives of A&M, became such a concern to Bush that he wrote an open 

letter to ñthe A&M familyò saying, ñI cannot wait for President Obama to experience the open, decent and 

welcoming Aggie spirit for himself.ò In an interview, Bush said presidents have come in for tough criticism 

throughout U.S. history, but "People ought to be civil. I worry about yelling at people and this yelling 

mentality that seems to accompany Presidents."  

  Despite Bushôs call for decency, hundreds of protesters showed up waving signs with slogans such as 

ñLying Marxist Usurperò and ñBarack, why do you hate our country?ò  Why are we seeing so much affect 

(emotion) among some protesters?  Those slogans are so irrational and false that they are clearly not the 

product of the cognitive (thinking) part of the brain. Their slogans are, instead, the product of the more 

instinctual and emotional part of the brain often referred to as the ñreptilianò or primitive brain. That is the 

part that governs our fight or flight reactions. When one is acting from that part of the brain, one is not 

reasoning. 

 What is triggering this emotional, unreasoning fear and hatred of 

our President? (I am not referring to people engaged in a thoughtful 

debate over policy.) Any analytical person can see that he is not a 

Marxist or a socialist, and he doesnôt hate our country. Something else 

is triggering an affective reaction in the reptilian brain ï a loathing of 

the ñother.ò  

 I am reluctant to say so, but I think another former President, 

Jimmy Carter, was on to something when he said race was part of the 

problem. By now almost all of us have accepted ïat the cognitive level 

ïthat all Americans have the right to equal rights. Most can accept, as a 

hypothetical construct, that an African American could become 

President of the United States of America. The problem is that the reptilian brain is much less malleable. We 

can educate the thinking brain, but itôs much harder to change the unconscious primitive brain.  

 Political consultants and radio talk show hosts (on all sides) know these psychological facts very well 

and exploit them. It is far more effective to manipulate peopleôs reptilian or emotional brain than to convince 

them rationally.   

 As citizens with the heavy responsibility of electing our leaders, we need to follow the advice of Swiss 

psychologist C.J. Jung, who said that the unconscious should always be the servant of the conscious brain, 

and not the reverse. We should also take to heart George H.W. Bushôs call for civility.  

This article was first published in the Boerne Star.      Photos from the Houston Chronicle 
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In Recognition of His Service to Humanity 

You are Invited to Spend an Evening Honoring 

Paul Rusesabagina 

2009 Recipient of the Bob Krueger Public Service Award 

Saturday, November 14, 2009 

The New Braunfels Civic/Convention Center 

380 S. Seguin Ave., New Braunfels, Texas 

Reception and Cocktails at 6:00 P.M. 

Dinner at 7:00 P.M., International Cuisine 

Silent Auction 

Vocalist, Yesenia McNett         Music by Vintage Medina 

Admission: $60 per Person 

Host Committee Founder (8 Tickets) $1,000 

Host Committee Sustainer (8 Tickets) $500 

Host Committee Patron (4 Tickets) $250 

A portion of the proceeds from this event  

will be donated to the S.O.S. Food Bank of New Braunfels 

Checks payable to Bob Krueger Public Service Award 

P. O. Box 310767, New Braunfels, TX 78131 

Donations are not tax-deductible. 

For more information, or to pay by credit card,  

visit www.bobkruegeraward.com or call 830-660-2737. 

Your check or PayPal payment is your reservation. 

Please include your email address to receive confirmation. 

This non-partisan event is sponsored by Democrats of Comal. 

 

 

Hold Them Accountable: How Our Representatives Voted in Washington 
 

In the U.S. Senate 
 
   Department of Defense Appropriations Act, 2010 

  Vote Passed (93-7) The Senate approved this $636.3 billion bill funding the Department of Defense  

  during fiscal year 2010. 

 Sen. Kay Bailey Hutchison voted YES    Sen. John Cornyn voted YES 

 

In the U.S. House of Representatives 
 
 Agriculture, Rural Development, Food and Drug Administration, and Related Agencies Appropriations Act 

  Vote passed (263-162, 7 not voting). The House approved the conference report of this $23.3 billion  

  funding bill for the Department of Agriculture, Food and Drug Administration and other related agencies 

  and programs. 

   Rep. Lamar Smith voted NO      Rep. Ciro Rodriguez voted YES  

 
  Department of Defense Authorization, FY 2010  

 Vote passed (281-146, 6 not voting). The House passed this bill authorizing defense spending, which 

 also contains a provision that extends the definition of federal hate crimes to include crimes in which 

 victims are targeted because of their sexual orientation and gender identity. 

  Rep. Lamar Smith voted NO   Rep. Ciro Rodriguez voted YES  

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://capwiz.com/congressorg/issues/votes/?votenum=709&chamber=H&congress=1111
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Scenes from the 2009  
Eleanor Roosevelt Dinner 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Volume 11, Issue 3 KCADW Voice Page 8 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kendall County Area Democratic Women 

P. O. Box 2132 

Boerne, TX 78006 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

KCADW Holiday Party  

December 17: 6:00 p.m . 

 

 Kendall County Area Democratsõ Holiday Party will 

be at the home of Bill and Gwen King.  RSVP to 

gwenjking@aol.com   or (830) 755 - 4434.  Please bring a 

plate of finger food (savory or sweet) to share. The 

address of the King's home is 8385 Rolling Acres  Trail, 

Fair Oaks Ranch. The Kings are generously providing 

beverages.   
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